
 

 

 
 
 

 
SERMON RESOURCE  
 
The best way to use this resource is to take bits and pieces found below to create your own message. 
The top passage we would suggest is Isaiah 58:1-12 .                                                                           
For other Scripture ideas refer to the Passages on Poverty Resource. 
 
 
When you hear the word poverty what comes to mind? 
 
Watch short video together Why Attack Poverty 
 
Did you know? 
  

• 50% of the world lives on less than $2 a day…that’s over 3 Billion 
people 

 
• In the US over 46 million people of the population live in 

poverty…under $23,000 a year 
 

• America is number 2 in child poverty. In the richest nation in the 
world, one in three kids live in poverty. Let that sink in!  

 
• America ranks number 14 in the world in education, based on 

cognitive skills and educational attainment. 
 
But lets be honest those numbers are potentially too huge, too distant and overwhelming 
for us to imagine moving the needle on that so let’s bring it home.  
 
(You will need to do a bit of Google research to share what is happening in your own local area. This 
will help your congregation understand what poverty looks like in the area they live. Below you will 
find an example of how we talk about this where we live and work) 
 

Example: 
 
55,900 people in Fort Bend County are living BELOW the US poverty level. 
 
Of all our elementary schools in fort bend county 44% of them are Title 1. 
 
There are 22 elementary schools in LCISD. Half of them are t itle 1 schools . To be classified a Title 
1 school your enrollment must be at least 40% low income families. 
 
But lets bring down even a little closer…the highest concentration of poverty in Fort Bend Country is 
right here on the north side of the tracks in Richmond and in Rosenberg..  
 
Now there are certainly places of deeper poverty in our county but right now you are sitting inside of a 
3 and a half mile corridor that is home to the highest populated concentration of folks who are 
struggling to just stay about the US Poverty line of $23K a year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Example cont. 
 
Here the annual per capita income is $12,015.  That’s a mere $345 a year more than the US poverty 
level 
 
Here, on some days it appears like generational poverty is winning. 
 
Here, 75% of the community does not have a high school diploma.  
 
Here, over 95% of the children are on free and reduced lunch.  
 
Here, is a place where hope struggles.  
 
So when you hear the word poverty what comes to mind? 
 
What if we were to flip that script? 
 
What if instead of focusing just on vulnerabilities and needs we focused on capacities and 
assets? And what if could increase the capacity of those caught in the web of poverty 
through empowerment? 
 
Attack Poverty is empowering people to attack poverty in their life and community. 
 
They are a global organization that serves locally breaking the cycle of generational poverty. 
Their mission is to strengthen under-resourced communities through spiritual growth, 
education, revitalization and basic needs.   
 
They do this in partnership with the local church, residents, businesses, and community 
leaders by adopting pockets of poverty, launching what they call Friends Initiatives and 
making a long- term commitment to go deep and care about the things that community 
cares about.  
 
Attack Poverty currently powers four “Friends Initiatives”: one in Rushere, Uganda, Africa; 
and three in Texas (N. Richmond, N. Rosenberg and Sundown). 
 
In these places, these four communities…this is where all of their pre-conceived ideas about 
poverty were confronted. They’ve learned that poverty is not about lack of stuff…because if 
it were, the provision of stuff would eradicate it.  Poverty is so much deeper than that. It’s 
spiritual. Poverty is brokenness really…broken relationships…with God, one another and the 
world around us.  
 
The focus here is on breaking the cycle of generational poverty, and it cannot be broken 
with small, softhearted plans.  It must be directly addressed with great intention 
through mutual relationships. Attack Poverty is building relationships with people to 
build capacity towards empowerment. 
 
For Attack Poverty this means they are more about a hand-up than a handout; their focus is 
on development not charity believing that when people are empowered to attack the 
poverty in their life and community…transformation happens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Generational poverty is really good at tell ing lies: 
 
Poverty speaks into the lives of its victims, telling them that the cycle cannot be broken. 

Poverty tells children not to dream. Dreams are for the rich.  

It tells their parents not to hope. Hope is for those with a future.  

It whispers to the sick, “You will never afford to be healthy.” 

To the hungry, poverty growls in the pit of their stomachs, “You’ll never be full.”  
 
To the downtrodden, the forgotten, the abused and neglected, poverty boldly proclaims, 
“You don’t matter. That’s why you’re poor. Because you’re not important enough to 
survive.” 
 
Yet poverty’s other lie is just as powerful. 

Poverty also lies to everyone else through overwhelming statistics and dire images on the 
evening news, poverty tricks us into believing the problem is too big. It tells us that our 
arms can never reach around the globe to help the most vulnerable. It tells us that our 
efforts will always be too small. Meaningless. 

Today I’m here to say you can make a profound difference in someone else’s life, especially 
those trapped in poverty…you don’t even have to leave town. 
 
It starts with a relationship: I believe my life is richer when I develop relationships with 
people unlike myself.  
 
Theologian Stephen Grabill says,  
“The gardener has this really provocative role – setting up the various plants and putting them around. 
Uprooting some and putting them in different places so they are positioned well to actually flourish 
themselves.  
Good gardeners don’t make plants grow, they just cultivate the conditions where each plant realizes 
it’s natural God given capacities. Gardeners remove barriers to the flourishing and harmony of natural 
systems. They try to maintain, but not manufacture, order.” 
 
Ultimately we are striving to be good gardeners in the under-resourced communities where 
God has placed us. 
 
 
 

 
The Offering: 
 
When asking the congregation for an offering, we recommend the following wording: 
- {choose one fact about poverty: see Poverty Fact Sheet PDF from web page}, so we encourage you 
today to tell the story and stand with the poor. Today 100% of this offering supports Attack Poverty. 
Their mission is to break the generational cycle of poverty through spiritual growth, education, 
revitalization, and basic needs.  
 
Don’t Forget! 
When you complete your Poverty Sunday, please make the donation check payable to Attack Poverty. 


